


Stockton Residents Advance Urban Ag

Stockton, CA Fertile lands that provide
produce for the entire country surround
Stockton. And yet, individuals who want
to farm within the city limits are not able
to. Stockton is in a similar conundrum as
many San Joaquin Valley jurisdictions; its
population is full of farmers, there is little
access to pesticide-free produce, and yet
the city does not permit urban agriculture.
Urban agriculture does not refer to small
home gardens, but refers to larger plots of
land up to an acre. While there are some
community gardens, people who want
to grow enough for their entire family
or to sell at a farmer’s market have to go
outside of the city boundaries.

In order to address the growing demand
for self-reliance and for non-toxic foods,
a small group of Stockton residents are

discussing how to change Stockton zon-
ing to allow for urban agriculture. “There
is no agricultural zoning in this city, even
though we are surrounded by farmers,”
explains Eric Firpo from Stockton Harvest.
With help from Pesticide Watch Education
Fund’s The California Food Project, Firpo
has begun a local business to provide
local organic food to Stockton residents.
When he learned there were no plots of
land slated for agriculture, he gathered a
group of residents to pressure the city for
a zoning change.

“Now that people are struggling
economically, it's even more important
to allow people to grow their own food
wherever they can. It saves money, and it
createsself-sufficient, independentliving,”
explains Firpo.

Urban gardens are providing Stockton
residents with pesticide-free food, like
this chard grown by Eric Firpo.

California Businesses Take a Stand for Safe Strawberries

San Francisco, CA A strawberry that'’s
safe to eat might be harder to find this
year. Pesticide Watch Education Fund is
playing a prominent role in protecting
California  from a cancer-causing
chemical that might be used by the
start of the new year. In 2010, Pesticide
Watch Education Fund worked with
a powerful coalition of scientists,
including six Nobel Laureate chemists,
farmers and businesses, to prevent the
approval of methyl iodide in California.
This cancer-causing pesticide would
largely be used on strawberries, one of
California’s prized specialty crops, and
could be used on thousands of acres of
agriculture across the state.

In order to promote sustainable farming
without methyliodide, as well as persuade
incoming Governor Jerry Brown to prevent
its use, Pesticide Watch is partnering
with Pesticide Action Network and the

Center for Environmental Health to urge
businesses across the state to take a
stand for safe strawberries. By signing the
Safe Strawberries pledge, companies are
alerting the strawberry industry that they
do not want to purchase strawberries that
have been grown with cancer-causing
methyl iodide.

Pesticide Watch Education Fund has
reached out to many local and national
grocery store chains and restaurants
asking them to become leaders in the
push for safe strawberries. To date,
several grocery stores have signed the
pledge, with the Sacramento Natural
Foods Cooperative among the first. “We
believe that promoting safe alternatives
to dangerous pesticide use is a critical
piece to strengthening the long term
viability of California’s food economy
and providing green jobs for California
residents,” said Paul Cultrera, General
Manager of the Cooperative.

You can support this campaign by choos-
ing to shop at grocery stores that have
signed the pledge against methyl iodide.
Check www.pesticidewatch.org for a list
of companies who are joining in the fight
for sustainable agriculture which is safe
for workers, communities, consumers and
our environment.

Spotlight: Maya Abood, New Pesticide Watch Organizer

Stockton, CA Pesticide Watch is
pleased to welcome Maya Abood
to staff, our newest community
organizer for the Central Valley and
Sacramento Region.

Maya graduated with a degree in
Urban and Environmental Policy
from Occidental College and spent
the majority of her four-years
engaged in both international
and local fights for social and
environmental justice. She studied
Natural Resource Management in
the Amazon of Brazil and worked
with a variety of local groups to
push for equitable land reform and
sustainable farming and mining
practices. Traveling to an indigenous
community in the Philippines, Maya
worked with a group of international
scholars to advance indigenous rights

Fast Food Meets Its Foes

Sacramento, CA McDonald’s, which
has become the subject of controversy
because of their high fat, high sugar
menu and pesticide-intensive farming,
has ironically proposed a new location
directly across from the UC Davis Medical
Center. But residents are hardly “lovin’it“.

With the help of Pesticide Watch
Education Fund'’s California Food Project,
residents in Sacramento’s Oak Park
neighborhood have banded together
to to stop the infamous golden arches
from going upin their neighborhood.
The group of community members call
themselves “Healthy Development for
Oak Park” and they have made it their

and promote sustainable farming.

Prior to joining Pesticide Watch, Maya
worked with The Alliance of Californians
for Community Empowerment (ACCE)
and The Association of Community
Organizations for Reform Now (ACORN)
on a variety of housing campaigns. Maya
worked to empower residents facing
foreclosure to take action against the
banks and stay in their homes. As a result
of a year-long organizing effort, Maya
and her colleagues successfully forced
several banks in Los Angeles to sign-on
to President Obama’s Modification Plan,
which forced lenders to cooperate with
residents before starting the foreclosure
process, a major win resulting in fewer
foreclosures.

Originally from Stockton, Maya is excited
to bring her organizing and policy expe-
rience back to her hometown and start

mission to not only stop the fast-food
giant’s plans, but to also incentivize other
options that will promote healthier living
and a greater sense of community.

According to group members, McDonald’s
does not constitute healthy development
because the fast-food chain does not
promote a unique sense of place and
identity, encourages social isolation,
increases trash and environmental
pollution, takes money out of the
community, and hinders access to healthy
food. But for group members, stopping
this McDonald’s is just one piece in a
collective strategy for better development
and healthy, organic food.



